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r Wltb tha oMaiac ef tha ordlaary aaaaioa of tha National Dlat on | 
Daoaoibar 10, pelltioal aotlvitf la baoomlag Inoraealngly brlalc. whlla I 
auob aotlTltf la aoxnal la fapaa at tbla aaeaon of the peer, several 
raoant avaata bara balgbtaaaA partlaan aanauTorlng end give promlaa of 
effaetlng tba polltloal altuatlon for aoae tiaa to ooma. 'i'he split In 
tha Soolaltat Fartp ead tba falaltont daoraaaa of that pertp's prastiga 
sad lafluanoa la axartlag a aoaaidarabla affaot on tba ovarall polltl* 
oal aeaaa aa otbar partlaa oaaaatar to attraot aizoable sagnants of tba 
i^nolallst foUewlag. Tba naaetletloaa bataata tba Peoples Danooratio 
; OP) and oartaia "spllatar" groapa with regard to tba possible 
axpanaloa of tba POP or tba oraetioa Sf a new polltloal grouping la 
being watobad with bean iataraat bp ai^ polltloal figures. 

Novartbalasa , while both these fadtors heva provided eddad Lopatas 
to tha oulokanlag p lltioel soana, of,4Wvan greater importance have been 
the recant dlffloulMas soddeolp conffebating tba Admlnletretlon and the 
Liberal Pertp. While these diffleultlas had their beginning in tba 
rloe decontrol fiasco resulting from unmistakable blundering on tha 
part of the Oovernaeat, of greeter polltloal slgnifloanoe wea the in> 
abllltp of the OoTaramant to eohtrol tha House of Oounolllors during 
tba reoent aztraordlnarp Diet aasslon. The dlffioultlas anoountered 
there proved not onlp anbeaesslog to the Adninistretlon but advanta- 
geous: to the Opposition* The saooaaa of the latter la defeeting the 
Government on the parsooaal ratranohnant Issue demonstreted the power 
of the. Upper ' ousa cppiM^ttoa whan united In ooamon oeuse. in spite of 
tha oonsldere '.e praaatm exerted bp tba Oovernnent forces , the Opposi- 
tion refused to budgaf.'tbd^bp forcing the Government to extend tbs 
session twice in e fu^llb ^fort to obtain soma suitable oompromise. 

The final speotaole .w-tha^^riae kluister oompellsd to aooada to tha 
wetered-down oompromuEiybw. in spite of his previous vebament objec- 
tions was thoroughlp <i^llw> 7 ^hp all the opposition polltlolans and 
even produced some ghsTl^^'^Busement emong oertein Liberals themselves* 

'■ * , • ' ■ v*i) • 

Since the>'persdnpal retrenchment issue was beeiosUp unpopular to 
manp Dlat members zwgardless of their political effillstlons, the aue- 
oass ef the Oppoeitlon in this instanoa should not be overemphasized* 
Manp Liberal Mat ni^bars paesivelp eaooureged the Opposition and were I 

' ^ _1 



' uter/bjb 



CONTOJEOTIAL 



.iir-x. :k-.. 



NA21WAR 



CWMES disclosure ACT 

Declassitied and Approved for Release 
by the Central Injelligence Agency 
Date: 



for coordination wth. 






ooNfit 
ieouhi tv . ii.'.'o 



>2 Tol^o'a despotoh No* 
9Cr^ 12/H/51. 



' Iprlvately plfitesed over tb« fliuii vesult. Tbesoreoont dlf:floultlei 
imf :tlie YoeUda Adninlatratlon have, howevepi brought to the Yore re* 
.mewed speouletlou regarding possible dissolution ot the House of 
Bepresentativea end the aalllng of a general elaotlon* Ueny polltl* 

* elans. Including s one Ulgh-reoklng menbers of the liberal Party, 
believe suob an eleotlon <.i/ould bo held next spring after the effee- 
tlte date of the ecee . reatj • It Ic , 'generally admitted that tbe 
pj^fitlge of the Obvemneat has deolinod oonslderably since the high 
Pjhbisr mark reached durlQf: the .'an Treaaieeo Ooofexence* Furthermore, 
'^t-haa the feeling of many political obaervers that the Prlne 
.-jd.ninter^^TO be wllllag to st^fp down after the return of sever* 

- to J’apan* ^Additionally, a large number of depurgees must 

flrat gain Diet seats before they can re-enter politloel life on an 
viyao^^^ Over and ;bove t' ese feotora> however. Is the wlde- 

iv#preed feeling that the oonoluslon of the Peace and Security Tf’eaties 
;::^^mfe[r^ a nlleatonc In I span 'a pbctrwar history end that a national . 
%^8le'ctlon should be held soon to gain a new mandate from the people* 

. Inv^ite-of these ergtusenisj however, ths/Prlme Nlxiister on 

Liberal OMef Jecntarj^d^Dp^ to oimounoe that?; 



I r^>^||KiSar«rerni)ie^ inb.lnteatlon of dissblvlng/the'I^ 'until ; 

lenUofy 1953 * ns /hXplanatlon.; for this' 'policy^ 
fcsppnBibtilty for fobplng with. 




June on the grounds that Ity;- 



Miitlabn l^ ; extremely ''^;unllkely« ? ! Ifaer^; appears -..f- 

'dOhtrbttS:“bf 'titnife^ the- ■ ' 

; A ■' <hcn pild.jl'f 'he netiren^,';- Wig' 
hyn;lg‘-'!l ■ condition ofrtie 'l^tt'er'i-:-, A^ce' 
uhe,'. Hatbyi^' "J£8;a;'be,en^'^^ 

: '0,^iFjl■na'l^reports'■■'tb■;'■^^ tlhet'/ ' 

;,^Pu(0|||!^iu^dRr,j^^^ ?r.;?uth'8. hpvo been repleee'd^Mth varyl'ng 

■-j^lprbnK^oS^njbef;';- officer, who'Se daSt coover* ■ - 

limm !|^t|h;i:ifetQjra^ day ,,of his ’stzok«,’ tn;';ibitei^ , ’■ 

. ott; Uie'-'^9,uads, .thst: ■he'''db'sO'elng' no 
■ ..Ol08e/fri;dhda;.;8nd'';selat^'ye8’'^^^ '■ 
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• ’when th« proper tiae eomes" and that Eatojaioa hloself expects to I 
iiiaice a pahlie atateaent la January • The press has also recently 
: reported a long laterrlew between the Frlae Minister and Bamboka ONO, 
who la generelly oonaldered the leader of the Hatoyama feotlon wlthla 
the Liberal Party, a aaetlng which nay be significant In view of the 
Prime Ulnlater'a previous reluctance to aea Onoy In this oonneotlon 
it should be noted that the Influence of Ebzen^’^ElBOKA^rA, Liberal 
Chairman of the Bzeeutlve Board and leader of the antl-Ratoyema fee- 
tion, has waned considerably during the pest six months. There seems 
to be little poaaiblUty thet be end his group will be able to regain 
their former close position around Yoshlda. The back atage maneuver- 
ing by the Hatoyama ^eetlon haa been very effeotire In markedly re- 
ducing the Influence of this group In the making of party policy. 

I IX Eatoyaaui's physical condition does not permit his assumption 
I of the presidency of the Liberal Party, some political observers 
believe that recent depur gee, may well be Yoshlda *s 

successor. For many years the chief editor of the pre-war Asahl 
and rated the late Hugh BIAS, veteran Hew York Times 
correspondent, as the ablest editor in 7apan, Mr.^^ata possesses a 
favorable background as a replsoemant for Yoshlda. During the war 
Ogata was Minister V/lthout Portfolio In both the Eolso-Yonal Cabinet 
(7uly 22, 19i4'*Aprll 7, 1945) end the Higashlkunl Cabinet (Auguat 17, 
1945-Ootober 9, 1945); also serving as "resident of the Imperial 
R^e Asslstanoe Asaoeiatlon Youth Corps and '^resident of the Govern- 
ment Board of Information during the last days of the war. In a 
long oonveraatlon with him at the home of the drafting officer, Ogata 
Ixidloated that be was an admirer of Hatoyama, but that ha had serious 
doubts wbstbsr Betoyasia would be physloally able to rstum to politi- 
cal life. He deolarsd that Yoshlda desired by all means to turn over 
the party reins to Hatoyama when he retired. In Ogata's opinion the 
Government should call for a national election next spring before the 
tide of public opinion turns too much against the Administration. 

Ogata was openly exltlocl of most of the present Japanese politicians, 
terming them "scooBd raters" who have little or no ability. 

In physical appearance Ogata is a large man of rather impressive 
bearing. While spcHng In vords, he listens Intently to discussions 
around him. He appears to be in vigorous health and anxious to re- 
turn to polltlos; in his sincerity and frankness he is reminiscent 
of natoyams. 

Prom the standpoint of Prime Minister Yoshlda, Ogata's back- 
ground Is such as to make Mm a strong candidate in the event that 
Hatoyama Is physically unable to re-enter polltloa. Though he was a 
State uilnlster In the Eoiso-Yonai Government, be was not a prominent 
member of the Cabinet. He wes known to be cool toward General T070 
e*>s the fflllltarlsta. His Inolueion in the Higashlkunl Cabinet stamps 
Mm as a mlddla-of-the-roeder untainted with blatant militarism or 
ultranationalism. Further, It is well-known that he was appointed | 
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J-^ooldent of the Beard eX- laf ormatlon la an effort to quiet publlo 
^atlTeneas over the dlaterted and unraallstlo war Infomation atata- 
aanta pat oot tharatof ora by that boreaa. Ogata himaalf laughingly • 
tarjnad it tha "Board of Uiainf ormatlon". .Abora ell, throu^ hla 
purge aa an offlear of tha Zaperial Itole Aaslatanoe /<ssooiotlon Youth 
Oerpa, Ogata hoa bean aloof from tha factional maneuverlngs within 
■ the Liberal Party and thereby off era strong possibilities os a oandl- 
(data who would be aoeaptabla to tha various oonf noting groups within 
I tha party. Finally, he oannot be held raspenslbla for any eots of 
t tha ,praaant Administration taken at tha prodding of the Oooupation. 



Ragardlaas of tha Prime tfinlstar'a asaursneas that he has no 
intention of dissolving tha Bouse of Reprasantativaa, it is apparent 
• that tha present Adsilniatretion is more than a little tired end aware 
that it haa lost eosks of ita lustra. The dlffiooltles it encountered 
in the lest filet saaaion are not likely to be mitigated during the 
ordinary session which has lost begun. Rather, the Opposition la 
planning an all-out oempaign to unseat the Yoshlda Government. Soma 
of the bills aohadnlcd to be aubnittad are of vital importance aa 
budgetary and legislstlve naasures. essential to tha Implementation 
of the peace settlement. ' These inblude the Organizations Control 
Bill, the Anti -General 'Strike Bill, Anti -Monopoly Law and Trade Aaso- 
eiatlons Low Sevtslan' Bills, as well as those for repaying foreign 
debts, reparatioas pre^eots and Indesmifl cation of Allied wer losses. 



The announoenent of Liberal Chief Seeretary Maauda has not 
materially ouieted the speoulation regarding Diet disaolation. Frao- 
tioal politlaians point oat that even If the Government planned to 
dissolve the Lower BonaO, it ooulA'not openly disclose its intentions 
until the time was ripe, otherwise, the entire political situation 
would be thrown into oonfuaion with irrepsrable damage to the present 
Admlnlatratlom. These obaarvwrs ibellave that the Yoshlda Government 
will have a good ohanoe tp-wlA a:genaral election next spring, though 
perhaps with not the sang .overwhelming siajority as at present. In 
their opinion this does s^ mmah that the eleotorate as a whole posi- 
tively supports the IdbeiM^ Pgrty, but that the objeotlve situation 
at that tima will still be yaiprable to the Governmant due chiefly 
to the lack of a atreng Opjiba^en. Whether the same situation will 
prevail a year from now ia debatable. 

Vf'hlle it la difficult to predict the outcome of the present 
political situation, iadioationa are that es of now Yoshlda does not 
wish to cell for a national alaotion immediately after the effective 
date of the Peace Treaty. The events of the next few weeks, however, 
in pex*tioular the auooeaa of the Government's legislative program in 
the Diet, may wall be the deelaiva factor. If further Diet dlffi- 
oulties are eneountared, it may force Yoshlda to call for a general 
eleetion in the hope that the Liberal Party has little to lose in 

? iew of the weak opposition parties and everything to gain. Other > 

aetors involved in suoh a deolslon are, however, the personal plans I 
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